Polygraph: An intelligence tool in growing demand
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The Polygraph Branch, 310"
M1 Battalion, conducts counterin-
telligence scope polygraph screen-
ing examinationsin support of
Department of Defense Specia
AccessPrograms, the Department
of theArmy Cryptographic Access
Program and the Nationa Security
Agency onaroutinebasis. In
addition, operationd examinations
are conducted in support of
Offengve Counterintelligence
Operations, Counterintelligence/
Counterespionage I nvestigations
and Counterintelligence Force
Protection Source Operations.
With the current Global War on
Terrorismand other significant
eventsoccurring throughout the
world, the misson continuesto
increase. Duringthelast fiscal
year, the branch conducted 1137
counterintelligence scopepoly-
graph screening examinationsand
68 operationa examinations.
These numbersare expected to
increasedramatically inthenear
future.

TheArmy continuesto lead
theway when utilizing polygraphin
thetactical arena. USArmy
examinerswerethefirst polygraph
personnel to go to Guantanimo
Bay, Cubaand Kandahar and
Bagram, Afghanistan pursuant to
the GWOT and the search for
OsamaBin Laden. Whileother
agencieswaited to seeif polygraph
wouldyieldfavorableresultsin
such an environment, Army exam-
inersprovedit could, conducting
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Limited Access Interpreters view information relating to secret trips to Iraq
and close associations with government officials in Irag.

sengitiveexaminationsto determine
theveracity of information reported
by known/suspected Taibarv/al
Qaedamembers. Inoneinstance
polygraph nullified asgnificant
biological wegponsthreat whilein
another it aided the State Depart-
ment by clearing oneof our aliesof
directinvolvement witha Qaeda.
It hasaso cleared someindividuas
of direct involvement with a Qaeda
and alowed commandersto better
utilizeassetsavailable.
Asaninvestigativeaid, poly-
graph hashelped investigatorsin
closing numerousinvestigations. In
caseswhereapolygraphwas
requested, numerousalegations
haveeither been provenor nullified
duetothepolygraph. Thishasled
toadggnificantincreaseinthe
number of requestsreceived. In
thescreening environment, poly-
graph hasidentified numerous
security concernsand identified
possiblethreats on acontinuous
basis. However, on several occa-
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sons, examineeshaveadmitted to
having classfied/sengtiveinforma
tion outside of government control.
The polygraph hasidentified these
possiblethreatsand recovered the
informetion.

The Department of Defense
continuesto expand the use of
polygraph because of itsproven
benefit. The 902 M| Group
polygraph examiner strength may
increasefromthecurrent ten
examinersto twenty-fiveover the
next fivetotenyears. Thisincludes
adding variousprogramsand
requiring even more polygraphsin
thoseareaswhereintelligenceis
susceptible. The House Permanent
Sdlect Committeeon Intelligence
recently concluded that the poly-
graph wasone of the best tools
availableto safeguardintelligence
information. Itisanother tool
which commanderscan useto
safeguardinformation. Thishas
many |ooking to expand itsusesto
other jobswhereleaks can occur.
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Thepolygraphisgtill oneof the
best, and sometimestheonly
meansavailableto determinethe
veracity of information. Inthe
tactical environment, theArmy has
provento betheexpert. However,
it till hasalong road ahead. There
isaneed to educatethoseinthe
tactical environment ontheuses
and benefitsof polygraph. Clearly
spelling out thewaysinwhichwe
can benefit thecommand. Branch
personnel currently teach atwo
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The 310th Ml Battalion routinely conducts polygraph screenings.

hour block of instructiontothe
Counterintelligence Force Protec-
tion Source Operations Course
and the 35E course at Fort
Huachuca, Ariz, onarecurring
bass. Examinersasofurnish
ingtructionto unitsthroughout the
continental United Stateswhen
requested. Polygraph, likeany
other specialty cannot belearned
overnight. Experienceisaninvau-
able asset that must continueto be
protected.
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A deeper look

March 31, 1998, adivided
United States Supreme Court,
in United Sates v. Scheffer,
held that the results of apoly-
graph examination could be
banned fromuseinacriminal
trial becausethereissmply no
consensusthat polygraph evi-
dence is reliable. The court
found that the scientific commu-
nity, the state, and federal
courtswereextremely polarized
onthematter. Fiveof thejus-
ticesnoted: “thereismuchin-
consistency between the
Government’ sextensive use of
polygraphsto makevital secu-
rity determinations, and thear-
gument it made in that case
sressngtheinaccuracy of these
tests” Thecourt found nothing
inconggentinthegovernment’s
useof thepolygraphfor person-
nel screening and asatool in
crimina andintdligenceinves-
tigations because, it said, such
limited out-of-court uses of
polygraph techniquesdifferin
character from, and carry less
severe consequencesthan, the
useof polygraphsasevidence
inacrimind trid.

Jugtice Stevensin adissent-
ing opinionsupported polygraph
use by the Department of De-
fense, because examinerswere
trainedinitsown Polygraph In-
ditute, “whichisgeneraly con-
Sdered thebest training facility
for polygraph examinersinthe
United States.”

Thecourt put to rest argu-
ment against the continued use
of thistechniqueasatool inna-
tiona security investigations.





