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Lt. Col. Michael Zembrzuski, outgoing 
commander of the 308th Military 

Intelligence Group, embraces Bobbie 
Edell, his former executive secretary, 
after the 308th's change of command 

ceremony.

Lt. Col. Robert Vikander assumed 
leadership of the 308th Military 
Intelligence (MI) Battalion in a 
change of command ceremony 
held June 25 at the DPTMS 
Education and Training Center. 

Vikander replaces Lt. Col. Michael 
Zembrzuski who began his 
command of the battalion in June 
2002. Zembrzuski has been 
reassigned as the chief of the 
Antiterrorism Operations and 
Intelligence Cell at the Pentagon. 

In his remarks, Vikander called the 308th the "best battalion in the 
U.S. Army." Vikander said his intent in leading the battalion is 
simple. 

"We will continue to the mission at hand, transition to meet the 
threat, accept and mitigate risk as appropriate and be a 
responsibility-based unit, and not an excuse-based unit," said 
Vikander. In this time of conflict, Vikander said the battalion's focus 
is on the Army as a whole, not the will of the individual. 

The 308th MI Battalion consists of three military intelligence 
companies, a direct support detachment and a 

Left: Lt. Col. Robert Vikander, 

Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company. 

Praise from the FBI 

It is responsible for all non-
technical missions performed by 
the 902d MI Group and is the 
most widely dispersed 
Counterintelligence Battalion in 
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the Army with 32 subordinate 
units across the continental United 
States and Puerto Rico. 

The battalion currently has Soldiers deployed in the United States, 
Cuba, Germany, Honduras, Kuwait, Afghanistan and Iraq in support 
of the global war on terrorism. 

Col. Michael Bisacre, commander of the 902d MI Group, praised the 
battalion's "superb record of intel 

Left to right: Capt. Baron 
Lambert and Sgt. Jason 
Funuago of the 308th 

Military Intelligence Group 
stand in formation during 
the battalion's change of 

command ceremony.

ligence accomplishment." 

"The battalion has become an extremely 
agile, potent and effective 
counterintelligence unit as well as combat 
multiplier," said Bisacre, crediting the 
battalion for its numerous 
counterintelligence successes. He said the 
battalion has neutralized "terrorists and 
foreign intelligence service threats to the 
Army." 

As a result, Bisacre said the battalion has 
received commend-ations from the highest 
levels of the Army and the Department of 
Defense, as well as recognition from the 
director of the FBI. 

Bisacre called Zembrzuski a "competent, 
cigar-chewing, dominant and a immensely 
talented" intelligence professional. He credited Zembrzuski for his 
strong leadership and for never compromising the high standards 
required by the battalion, despite being overtasked with missions. 

Zembrzuski said it was an "honor and a privilege" to lead the 
battalion. He said he required teamwork, excellence and balance 
from his troops, and he was pleased with their high performance 
and committed dedication. 

Zembrzuski thanked Bisacre for his leadership and mentorship and 
Maj. Gen. John Kimmons, commander of the Army's Intelligence 
and Security Command, for his enduring support. He then read a 
statement from Kimmons that praised the battalion's performance. 

"Take care, God bless you, and continue to do your duty," said 
Zembrzuski. 

Esteemed credentials 

Vikander's past assignments include commander, Kosovo 
Detachment, Bosnia Detachment, Afghanistan Detachment and 
Group S3, 650th Military Intelligence Group, Shape, Belgium. 
Vikander also served with the 308th MI Battalion at Fort Amador, 
Panama. 



Vikander is a graduate of the New Mexico Military Institute, Pitzer 
College and Saint Mary College. His military education includes the 
Infantry Officer Basic Course, Military Intelligence Transition and 
Advanced Courses, the Counterintelligence Course, the Advanced 
Foreign Counterintelligence Course, the Jungle Operations Training 
Course, Basic Airborne Course, Pathfinder Course and Ranger 
Course. 

A musical prelude opened the change of command ceremony. Chief 
Warrant Officer 2 Tonia Osieczanek served as narrator of the 
ceremony and welcomed the audience of military dignitaries, family 
members and guests. 

Zembrzuski's wife, Laurie, and Vikander's wife, Gisela, each 
received a bouquet of flowers from the battalion. 

Bobbie Edell, the outgoing commander's executive assistant, also 
received a bouquet. Chaplain (Capt.) Allan Raub then gave the 
invocation. 

Members of the 308th posted the battalion's colors and the 
audience sang the national anthem. Zembrzuski and Vikander then 
participated in the formal change of command. 

The ceremony ended with the retirement of the colors and a 
rendition of the "Army Song." 

A reception was later held for the battalion and guests at the Fort 
George G. Meade Museum. 
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